2. Hastily assembled, fatigued by forced marches,
but animated by a common feeling of determination
to accomplish the duty before them, all ranks of this
force have compensated for their small number, in
the execution of a most difficult duty, by unceasing
exertions.
5. From the morning of the 16th till last night,
the whole force has been one outlying picket, never
out of fire, and covering an immense extent of
ground, to permit the garrison to retire scathless and
in safety, covered by the whole of the relieving
force.
4. That ground was won by fighting as hard as
it ever fell to the lot of the Commander-in-Chief to
witness, it being necessary to bring up the same men
over and over again to fresh attacks; and it is with
the greatest gratification that His Excellency de-
clares he never saw men behave better.
5. The storming of the Sikandarbagh and the
Shah Najaf has never been surpassed in daring, and
the success of it was most brilliant and complete.
6. The movement of retreat of last night, by
which the final rescue of the garrison was effected,
was a model of discipline and exactness. The con-
sequence  was   that  the   enemy  was  completely
deceived, and the force retired by a narrow, tortuous
lane, the only line of retreat open, in the face of
50,000 enemies, without molestation.
7. The  Commander-in-Chief offers his   sincere
thanks to Major General Sir James Outram, G.C.B.,
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